This paper is interested in looking at several features related to shared human/angelic worship in the Dead Sea Scrolls and in Second Temple Judaism more broadly. At the beginning of this paper I briefly review the current state of the question of shared human/angelic prayer in the Scrolls, making my own tentative suggestions about how this might have happened. I then move on to a discussion of how the question of the angelic presence related to the possibility of women with the communiti(es) who wrote the Scrolls.
The exact nature of this communion is debated, and the particulars of this debate can only be briefly surveyed here. On one side of the debate are scholars who tend to minimize the ontological similarity of the human and angelic worshippers. Esther Chazon expresses this position most clearly when she states that We agree with the assessment made by P. Alexander (The Mystical Texts [Sheffield: University Press, 2006] , 98) when he notes that "when all is said and done the question of whether a given text is or is not sectarian may not be all that crucial to our analysis, provided it fits with the Qumran religious ethos and seems to have been influential there." 4 Newsom, Songs, 71.
